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Research design 

 

  

Describe and explain the processes involved in research design: 

the establishment of appropriate aims and relevant hypotheses, 

the use of pilot studies, the selection of appropriate sampling 

methods and the analysis of data. 

  

Qualitative and quantitative methods 

 

  

Describe and explain qualitative and quantitative methods 

(questionnaires, interviews, observations) and assess the value, 

application, and strengths and weaknesses of different 

methods. 

  

Assess the usefulness of the mixed methods approach 

 

  

Different types of data 

 

  

Assess the usefulness of different types of data, qualitative 

and quantitative data, and official and nonofficial statistics. 

  

Primary and secondary sources 

 

  

Describe and explain primary and secondary sources of data 

 

  

Interpretation of data 

 

  

Demonstrate the ability to interpret graphs, diagrams, charts 

and tables to discern patterns and trends in statistical data 

  

Practical issues including time, cost and access 

 

  

Ethical issues such as consent, confidentiality and harm to 

participants and how the issues can be addressed 

  

   
This is a checklist of every topic you need to know about for the  

‘Research Methods’ section of your course. 

For each topic indicate your level of understanding in both columns. 



 

1. What is your general/overall feeling about how this course is 

going? How confident are you that you will reach your target? 

Circle where you are on the tree…  

A. My target 

grade is… 

B. My current 

grade is… 

C. My exam technique target is… 

D. My revision focus is… 

Personal Learning Checklist & Review 

Sociology (Research Methods) 

E. What could your teacher do to help you reach your target? 

Key-Word Checklist 

Read the ‘Research Methods’ part of your textbook/notes 

F. Ten key-words I will research the meaning of before next lesson… 

One question I need to ask… 


